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HOMEWORK POLICY 

 

1. Aims 

 

This policy aims to: 

 

i. Provide clear guidelines on our approach to homework 

 

ii. Establish a consistent and coherent approach to homework  

 

iii. Clearly set out how and when homework practice will be monitored and evaluated 

 

iv. Support the approach set out in the Curriculum, Feedback and Assessment policies, the 

overall ethos and values of the school (below) and the available evidence and thinking on 

effective homework 

 
 

Framwellgate School Durham: Ethos and Values Statement 

 

Excellence, Compassion and Respect for All 

Our school promotes academic excellence and embraces the shared values of honesty, integrity, 

respect and compassion.  We want our students to be ambitious, kind, resilient and hardworking, 

and have a genuine passion for learning.  We want them to change the world with the knowledge, 

skills and confidence they have learned here; to champion fairness, have friendships for life, and 

pride in our school. Above all, we want our students to be happy. 

 

British Values 

All staff are expected to uphold and promote fundamental British Values including democracy, the 

rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 

beliefs. 

 
 

2. The Purpose of Homework 
 

The purpose of homework changes as a child progresses through their school life. We want our 

students to enjoy learning and see the value of learning beyond the classroom; we want students 

to develop a strong and disciplined work ethic and we want to help support students in being able 

to study independently. Homework can help to achieve all of these things, but it has to be carefully 

designed to ensure that it is both manageable and effective. It is also important that the 

homework tasks set do not cause students, and their families, a great deal of stress and which 

do not lead to progress in their learning. 

 
3. Relevant Policies and Publications to Inform our Approach to Homework 

 
Homework tasks have been simplified to align with the development of our approach to whole 

school literacy and knowledge retrieval practice. Evidence suggests regular knowledge retrieval 

is the most effective learning strategy; retrieval practice strengthens connections to the long-

term memory making it easier for students to recall information.  

 

As the evidence suggests, students will forget much of the knowledge taught if it is not reviewed 

regularly and practice testing is one of the most highly effective learning techniques (Dunlosky et 

al 2013). Homework will be designed in the form of knowledge retrieval practice to allow students 

to strengthen connections to long-term memory and to retain more information over time.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We can’t stop the process of forgetting but we can reduce it by regular review and retrieval.  

Students will therefore use some of their allocated homework time to: 

 

• create flashcards after the lesson using the knowledge organiser   

• regularly self-test using these flashcards and retrieval practice questions. 

• Use platforms such as ‘Seneca learning’ and Quizlet to self-test 

 

4. The setting of homework 

The focus of the retrieval practice for each week will be shared with students via Classcharts. 

All homework for all year groups will be set on Classcharts for both students and parents/carers to 

view. Completion and non-completion (see section 8) of homework tasks will also be recorded on 

Classcharts.  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

        Each week, in every subject, students will be assigned a retrieval practice homework to complete.  

        This may be a Forms quiz, a series of flashcards to create, some vocabulary/spellings to learn or 

        some retrieval questions to complete (may be via an online platform). The departmental 

        expectations in terms of frequency and how homework is monitored will be shared with 

        parents/carers at the beginning of the school year. No ‘holiday’ homework will be set for KS3 

        students but KS4 and 5 students will be set appropriate homework tasks over the holidays, in 

        relation to coursework and assessment demands. 

 

Teachers will plan ‘retrieval’ tasks at the start of lessons to provide opportunities for students to 

remember/recall the knowledge they have learnt.  Homework activities will therefore encourage 

and allow students to prepare for the retrieval tasks and recall knowledge.  

 

 

 

5. Homework for each Year Group 

 

In each year group, the aim and purpose of homework is specified as follows:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Retrieval Practice 

 

For retrieval practice teachers will guide students towards specific sections of the knowledge 

organisers (within the knowledge book/folder) to create flashcards (or conduct other retrieval 

practice). We suggest four specific strategies that we ask students to use in order to carry out 

their retrieval practice: 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Self-testing and quizzing might involve the use of platforms such as Seneca learning, Quizlet or Sparks 

maths. Specific tasks will be assigned on Classcharts as assignments.  

 

7. Summary of Homework Expectations 
Daily homework 

expectation 

How long 

(approx)should 
they spend on 
this each day?  

How can parents/carers 

support this? 

What ‘evidence’ is expected in 

lessons? What will teachers do? 

YEARS 7 AND 8 

Reading for 
pleasure 

40mins 
(minimum) 

Talk to their child about their 
reading.  

Students will keep a log of the books 
they have read in their planner and 
Year 7 will use the AccessIT library 
software to write a half-termly book 

review.  
 
 

Retrieval 
practice 

10-20 mins in 
total (not per 
subject)  

o Ask to see the flashcards 
they have created.  

o Use the knowledge 
organisers and retrieval 
questions to ‘quiz’ them.  

o ‘Test’ them on their 
flashcards (re-visiting 
previous learning). 

o The ‘real’ evidence will be their 
performance in class retrieval 
activities.  

o Teachers may reward students for 
their efforts with retrieval 

activities. This will be logged on 
teaching block overviews.  
 

YEARS 9 AND 10  

Retrieval 

practice 

60 minutes in 

total  

o Ask to see the flashcards 

they have created.  
o Use the knowledge 

organisers and retrieval 
questions to ‘quiz’ them.  

o ‘Test’ them on their 
flashcards (re-visiting 
previous learning) 

o ‘Quizzing’ with directed 
questions from 
knowledge folders 

o Teachers may reward students for 

their efforts with retrieval 
activities. 

o The ‘real’ evidence will be their 
performance in class retrieval 

activities. This will be logged on 
teaching block overviews.  
 

 

Coursework Frequency of 
coursework will 

change 
depending on 
course studied 
and time of year 

o Monitor coursework 
completion outside of 

school, using information 
in planner to ensure 
deadlines are adhered to 

o Teachers will ensure students are 
clear on deadlines and timescales 

for coursework completion 
o Coursework deadlines and 

requirements should be recorded 
in the student planner 



 
o Ensure support sessions, 

drop-in coursework 

sessions are attended 

  

o Teachers should ensure students 
have access to the appropriate 

resources to complete coursework 

o Teachers may offer sessions / 
drop-in sessions for additional 
coursework support outside of 
lesson time 

o Teachers must refer to the Non-
examined assessment policy for all 

coursework regulations 

YEAR 11  

In addition to coursework and knowledge retrieval practice building from Years 9 and 10, students will be 
guided towards independent revision activities. Teachers will give guidance to students to design their revision 

programme using a spaced approach to ensure that topics are regularly revisited and direct students to topics 
for knowledge retrieval. The recommended guideline for out of lesson learning is 15 hours per week  

YEARS 12 AND 13  

Independent 
learning 

activities essay 
questions, exam 

style questions, 
knowledge 
retrieval, 
coursework, 

note taking, 
wider reading 

1 hour of outside 
lesson learning 

per 1 hour 
taught  

o Monitor coursework 
completion outside of 

school, using Teams 
assignments to ensure 

deadlines are adhered to 
o Ensure support sessions, 

drop-in coursework 
sessions are attended 

 
 

o Students will be issued with 
independent learning tasks which 

are shared on Teams. Teachers will 
monitor the completion of 

independent learning activities 
o Teachers will ensure that students 

are given one piece of ‘wider 
reading’ per week to supplement 

their learning.  

 

Vocational Courses: Homework during examination units will fall in line with the whole school 

approach. When students are studying their coursework units, time outside of school will be 

allocated to producing and working through assignments 

 

 

8. Sanctions/systems for non-compliance 

 

The following, consistent approach to non-completion/compliance with these homework expectations 

will be in place:  

 

Departmental non – completion of homework procedure  

 

Step 1: teacher issues a behaviour point on Classcharts – student can bring in work the next lesson 

 

Step 2: teacher issues a behaviour point on Classcharts – student issued with a breaktime detention 

 

Step 3: teacher issues a behaviour point on Classcharts – student issued with a lunchtime detention 

 

Step 4: teacher issues a behaviour point on Classcharts – student issued with an after school 

departmental detention with Curriculum Leader. Persistent problem – parental contact and Head of Year 

involvement. 

 

In addition, Year 11 students will be issued with an after school leadership detention after 3 missed 

homeworks, across all departments. They will be given access to a computer and resources in order to 

complete missed homework tasks. 

 

  

9. Roles and Responsibilities 

 

The Local Governing Board will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the 

Headteacher to account for its implementation.  

  

The Headteacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and for reporting to 

Governors on any key issues arising from the implementation of this policy. 


