
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 2020 
 

Dear Parent or Carer  
  
Research has shown that constant practice and knowledge retrieval is the way to revise 

and the earlier that students begin this process, the more likely they are to remember 
what they have been taught. In devising a revision/learning plan, students need to make 

sure they are 'testing themselves' on knowledge that was learnt more than a week, 
month and sometimes a year ago. Testing is a valuable way of supporting your child 
through their studies. Students should have an effective set of flash cards that can be 

used at home in order to practise knowledge retrieval. STEP tutors have worked with 
students on how to make flash cards and also how to use them.   

  
There are several strategies that staff actively encourage students to complete in their 

study periods and outside of school. The four main strategies are:  

 
 

 
 
Further information and videos on these techniques can be found at 

http://www.learningscientists.org/. Every student should be trying to complete these 
knowledge retrieval techniques each night. Students have access to a Sixth Form shared 

drive on Office 365.  This has revision resources and past papers in every subject area. 
Students needs to practise using exam questions and should aim to complete weekly 
exam papers which are then handed to teachers for feedback.   



 

  
Our main goal is to ensure that all students fulfil their potential and feel fully supported 

in doing so. I understand that this can be a stressful time for students and to support 
them we will help students with strategies for managing anxiety and stress as well as 

developing study skills to ensure that they are able to revise and learn effectively. I 
appreciate your support with these issues and know that collectively we can ensure that 
students enter their exams as prepared and as confident as possible in order to achieve 

their future aspirations. I believe in all students in the Sixth Form and students should 
believe in themselves and that they can achieve their goals and future aspirations.   

 
Year 12 assessment takes place in the week beginning 27th January and, as you will be 
aware, students have two weeks of mock examinations in the summer in the weeks 

beginning 1st June and 8th June 2020. It is important that students are in school every 
day and that no holidays are taken in school time, including during the final half term. 

We are expecting students to achieve a result which reflects their ability and shows an 
understanding and knowledge of the courses they have been studying. For any students 
who do not perform as expected we will employ the necessary interventions to ensure 

they have a secure knowledge before progressing into year 2 so that they are able to 
achieve the grades of which they are capable by the end of Year 13. The results from the 

mock examinations will be discussed with you at the Year 12 parents’ evening on 25th 
June 2020. Sixth form lessons will be delivered until the final school day of the academic 

year, Friday 17th July. 
  
Yours sincerely,  

  
  

 
Leeanne Mersh-Roberts  
Head of Sixth Form  
 
 

 

 

 


