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WELCOME TO
FRAMWELLGATE SCHOOL DURHAM

PROSPECTUS 2020/21

Dear Parent/Carer

On behalf of the staff and governors at 
Framwellgate School Durham, I am 
delighted to introduce myself and our 
fantastic school. I hope that this 
prospectus provides you with some of 
the information that you need to help 
you decide which school your child will 
move onto for the next stage of their 
education. A prospectus can never do 
justice to a school, so I would encourage 
you to visit and talk to us, and also to 
other parents and their children who 
come here. Our students are our best 
advertisement. 

I have been Headteacher here since 
September 2017 and during that time 
we have developed a new ethos 
statement, have appointed a significant 
number of new teachers and a new 
Senior Leadership Team, introduced a 
new curriculum and uniform, and 
continue, every day, to plan inspiring, 
engaging and academically rigorous 
lessons using the latest research to help 
students to learn effectively. Our school 
has always been known for its pastoral 

Andy Byers
Headteacher

care and that reputation is fully 
justified. Your children will have access 
to a caring pastoral team including a 
form tutor who will be a vital point of 
contact for your child every day for the 
next 5 years. 

Starting secondary school can be 
daunting but we are such a friendly and 
supportive school; our transition 
programme will support you and your 
child over the course of the next year. 
We can’t wait to meet you and share 
the exciting things that are happening 
here. 

Yours sincerely,
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OUR ETHOS

Our school promotes academic excellence 
and embraces the shared values of 
honesty, integrity, respect and compassion.  
We want our students to be ambitious, 
kind, resilient and hardworking, and have a 
genuine passion for learning.  We want 
them to change the world with the 
knowledge, skills and confidence they have 

learned here; to champion fairness, build 
friendships for life, and have pride in our 
school. Above all, we want our students 
to be happy.

FRAMWELLAGATE SCHOOL DURHAM

05

“Pupils are proud of their school 
and there is a very positive atmosphere. 
Pupils are thoughtful, and respectful 
towards adults and each other.”
Ofsted 2018
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FRAMWELLAGATE SCHOOL DURHAM

We were inspected on 1st and 2nd May 2018 and were delighted 
with the outcome. The full report is available on our website, 
but inspectors noted the following key achievements:

“The climate in the school is optimistic and aspirational.”

“Leaders are ambitious to improve pupils’ progress rapidly.”

“Parents and pupils value the high level of support provided by 
the school’s pastoral team.”

“The Sixth Form is good.  Most students make strong progress 
in their chosen studies.  They are well supported to go onto 
higher education, training or employment.”

OUR OFSTED 
INSPECTION: MAY 2018
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Ofsted
2018

“�e climate in the 
school is optimistic 
and aspirational” 
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The improvements we have made in a short space of time have 
resulted in a much stronger set of GCSE results than those we 
inherited in 2017. We are confident that the changes we continue to 
make to our culture, curriculum and teaching will lead to further 
improvements in the future.

OUR EXAM RESULTS 2019
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FRAMWELLAGATE SCHOOL DURHAM

HEADLINE FIGURES

TOTAL GCSE ENTRIES (ALL SUBJECTS)

*Provisional (September 2019)
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Our curriculum has been completely redesigned to place a greater emphasis on knowledge and academic 
rigour, and to foster a genuine passion and interest in learning. We are committed to ensuring that all of our 
students have an equal opportunity to receive a broad and balanced curriculum which challenges them to 
be hard-working and ambitious, whilst also being supportive of their needs and their progression. 

On arrival in Year 7, students are placed in mixed ability classes. The majority of lessons are taught in these 
classes, with the exception of practical subjects such as PE and design technology, and maths where 
students are placed in ability sets in order to help tailor support for individuals. All students study a common 
curriculum throughout Year 7 and 8 to ensure they are receiving a broad, balanced and engaging curriculum.

OUR CURRICULUM
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FRAMWELLAGATE SCHOOL DURHAM

TEACHING AND LEARNING
Teaching is designed to help students increase their subject specific knowledge, employ techniques to 
memorise this knowledge, and allow them to apply it effectively. We believe that students learn best when: 

Ofsted
2018

“Leaders are ambitious to 
improve pupils’ progress 
rapidly.”

• There is mutual respect between them and their 
teachers

• There is a culture of high expectation, good 
behaviour and praise

• They are able to memorise and recall their 
knowledge

• They find the work challenging

• They can ask questions and apply their 
knowledge

• They are given regular feedback to correct 
misconceptions and improve

“�e curriculum is well planned, providing a wide 
range of courses and qualifications to meet 
pupils’ needs [and] to make it more challenging.  
�ey [school leaders] have also improved the 
school’s systems for assessing and tracking pupils’ 
progress so that they are accurate and reliable.”
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Ofsted
2018
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FRAMWELLAGATE SCHOOL DURHAM

LEARNING BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
Central to our school’s values is the encouragement of extracurricular participation as a means of 
cultivating your child’s passion and engagement in both team and individual pastimes. Educational visits 
are also a key part of the student experience.  We encourage all students to participate in the many 
activities and clubs which run both at lunchtime and after school.
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OUR EXTRACURRICULAR OPTIONS
STEM (SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, 
ENGINEERING & MATHS)
There is a plethora of options, from STEM club, to 
science busking, to coding.  The school regularly 
participates in local and national competitions and has 
taken students to CERN in Switzerland.  The 
technology, art and science departments run trips to 
national shows like The Food Show, The Clothes Show 
and the Big Bang Fair.

SPORT
The school encourages students to participate in sport 
as part of a healthy lifestyle and offers many 
opportunities for them to get involved.  The PE 
department offers a wide variety of sports and games 
at different times throughout the year, both curricular 
and extra-curricular.  These include the usual games 
such as football and cricket for both girls and boys as 
well as netball, badminton, rugby, basketball, table 
tennis, hockey, athletics, gymnastics, trampolining, 
volleyball, cross country, rounders, climbing and 
Rock-it-Ball (VX).  Sports trips have included an activity 
week in Malaga and a skiing trip, as well as many other 
opportunities to watch world class sport. In 2018 we 
formed fencing and surfing clubs which are both 
extremely popular.

HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES
Humanities and social sciences areas provide superb 
extracurricular opportunities for students to build their 
passion in these subject areas.  Trips have included: 
the exploration of Iceland, visits to London and the 
European Parliament and a trip to Auschwitz in Poland. 
There are newly formed history, psychology and 
debating clubs for students who want to stretch their 
skills and widen their understanding.

LANGUAGES & THE ARTS
Languages and Arts in the school are hugely popular, 
seeing high levels of participation for the opportunities 
offered. The brass band, orchestra and choirs are 
renowned throughout the region and school talent 
shows/productions offer opportunities for many 
students to step into the limelight; there is also a 
drama club that has links with the local university. Both 
our art and languages departments have a rich history 
of trips to France, Germany, Florence, Barcelona and 
Rome.  

Ofsted
2018

“Pupils spoke enthusiastically 
about the wide range of 
extracurricular activities 
available to them.”
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FRAMWELLAGATE SCHOOL DURHAM

STUDENT WELLBEING & SAFEGUARDING

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Moral and spiritual themes are considered in a 
strictly non-denominational manner and addressed 
in Religious Education lessons, STEP time and 
through other enrichment activities.  Students may 
be withdrawn from assemblies and from lessons in 
RE in accordance with the 1944 Education Act if 
parents/carers object.

EQUALITY & DIVERSITY
Framwellgate School Durham has a long-standing 
commitment to equality.  All students, staff and 
parents are entitled to be treated equitably 
irrespective of race, religion or belief, gender, sexual 
orientation, disability or other characteristic.  We 
will:

• Treat everyone fairly and with respect

• Understand that everyone is unique and has 
different needs 

• Ensure that stereotypes are challenged

• Robustly challenge all forms of bullying, 
harassment, and prejudice-driven behaviour

• Respond to individual and community needs in a 
sympathetic and compassionate manner

• Provide appropriate support to individuals to 
ensure that their potential is fulfilled

SAFEGUARDING & 
CHILD PROTECTION
Safeguarding and child protection is everyone’s 
responsibility and our first priority.  We have a 
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) who takes 
responsibility for child protection and wider 
safeguarding.  Safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children means:

• Protecting children from maltreatment

• Preventing impairment of children’s health or 
development

• Ensuring that children grow up in 
circumstances consistent with the provision 
of safe and effective care

• Taking action to enable all children to have 
the best outcomes
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SEX & RELATIONSHIPS 
EDUCATION (SRE)
Our curriculum promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, 
mental and physical development of students and 
prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities 
and experiences of adult life.  A fundamental part of this 
is the entitlement to appropriate sex and relationships 
education. SRE involves learning about the 
emotional, social and physical aspects of growing up, 

relationships, sex, sexuality and sexual health.  Within 
the science curriculum, students are given balanced and 
factual information on human reproduction, and the 
physical changes that take place during adolescence.  In 
our PSHE and STEP programmes, students consider the 
important aspects of family, relationships, moral 
behaviour, personal responsibility and consent.Ofsted

2018

“Parents and pupils 
value the high level of 
support provided by the 
school’s pastoral team.”
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“Students speak positively 
about their experience at 
school and that pupils 
show respect and 
tolerance towards each 
other.”

Ofsted
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SEX & RELATIONSHIPS 
EDUCATION (SRE)
Our curriculum promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, 
mental and physical development of students and 
prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities 
and experiences of adult life.  A fundamental part of this 
is the entitlement to appropriate sex and relationships 
education. SRE involves learning about the 
emotional, social and physical aspects of growing up, 

relationships, sex, sexuality and sexual health.  Within 
the science curriculum, students are given balanced and 
factual information on human reproduction, and the 
physical changes that take place during adolescence.  In 
our PSHE and STEP programmes, students consider the 
important aspects of family, relationships, moral 
behaviour, personal responsibility and consent.

“�e designated safeguarding 
lead is very experienced and 
highly skilled.”
Ofsted
2018



FRAM SIXTH FORM

FRAMWELLAGATE SCHOOL DURHAM

We are very proud of our sixth form provision, and year on 
year most students achieve the results they need to 
secure places at their first-choice university. Many students also 
secure places at Russell Group Universities, which are 
world-class research-intensive institutions delivering an 
outstanding education beyond school life. FSD has an excellent 
reputation for preparing students for life after school, not only 
through their daily education, but through outstanding care, 
guidance and support. We offer a broad range of academic and 
vocational courses and an extensive programme of enrichment 
and support for students.

Ofsted
2018

“�e Sixth Form is good.  
Most students make 
strong progress in their 
chosen studies.  �ey are 
well supported to go onto 
higher education, training 
or employment.”
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SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING
Our Open Evening takes place on Tuesday 8th October 2019.  You 
can also contact the school at any time to speak to arrange a visit 
or speak to us about a potential place

We have a separate Sixth Form brochure.  To receive a copy, visit 
our Sixth Form, or discuss a potential place, please contact our 
Director of Sixth Form, Mrs. Leeanne Mersh-Roberts, on 
mersh-roberts.l@framdurham.com or telephone 0191 386 6628

For further information about our Sixth Form visit our website  
www.framdurham.com 

·  We are a high achieving, small and 
friendly Sixth Form.  Class sizes are rarely 
above 20

·  Students can choose from a large range 
of A Level or vocational courses, or can 
mix and match between the two

WHY FSD SIXTH FORM?

·   In 2018, our A Level progress was the 
highest in County Durham (DFE 
Performance Tables 2018)

·  In addition to our new sports hall, we 
have a newly refurbished Sixth Form hub 
(work and social space)
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FRAMWELLAGATE SCHOOL DURHAM
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ADMISSIONS
What if I choose to come to Framwellgate School Durham?

Full details of our Admissions Policy can be found on our website under 
‘About Us’.

FURTHER INFORMATION
As we said at the beginning, this prospectus provides some basic 
information about our school but can’t begin to convey the wonderful, calm, 
creative, caring and inspiring atmosphere which our staff and students 
experience (and create) each day.  For up-to-date information on our school 
and the activities taking place you can:

• Visit our website – www.framdurham.com

• Follow us on Twitter @fram_official 

Most departments have their own twitter feed (details on the home page 
of our website) 

- Our Sixth Form can be found @FSDSixth 

- Our Headteacher tweets regularly @framheadteacher

• Visit us in person. Our Open Evening takes place on Thursday 26th 
September 2019. You can also contact the school at any time to speak to 
us or to arrange a visit. 
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Framwellgate School Durham, 
Newton Dr, Durham 

DH1 5BQ

Email: enquiries@framdurham.com
Tel: 0191 386 6628

www.framdurham.com

Excellence, compassion & respect for all


